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andré drooGers, and cornelis van der laan

“This important volume provides an unmatched perspective 
on the study of global Pentecostalism. This work will be cited 
extensively as a point of reference for what one means by ‘global 
Pentecostalism.’”—Kevin o’neill, author of City of God

“some might say that scholars of Pentecostalism are spoiled for 
choice when it comes to surveys and overviews of the field. But 
in its range and scope, Studying Global Pentecostalism stands 
apart. i don’t know of any other volume that helps bridge the gap 
between theology and the social sciences so effectively.”

—Matthew engelke, author of A Problem of Presence

With its remarkable ability to adapt to many different cultures, 
Pentecostalism has become the world’s fastest growing religious 
movement. More than five hundred million adherents worldwide 
have reshaped Christianity itself. Yet some fundamental questions 
in the study of global Pentecostalism, and even in what we call 
“Pentecostalism,” remain largely unaddressed. Bringing together 
leading scholars in the social sciences, history, and theology, this 
unique volume explores these questions for this rapidly growing, 
multidisciplinary field of study. A valuable resource for anyone study-
ing new forms of Christianity, it offers insights and guidance on both 
theoretical and methodological issues. 
 The first section of the book examines such topics as 
definitions, essentialism, postcolonialism, gender, conversion, and 
globalization. The second section features contributions from those 
working in psychology, anthropology, sociology, and history. The third 
section traces the boundaries of theology from the perspectives 
of pneumatology, ecumenical studies, inter-religious relations, and 
empirical theology.

allan anderson is Professor of Global Pentecostal Studies at 
the University of Birmingham in the United Kingdom. Michael 
Bergunder is Professor of History of Religions and Mission Studies 
at the University of Heidelberg. andré droogers is Professor 
Emeritus of Cultural Anthropology at the VU University Amsterdam. 
cornelis van der laan is Professor of Pentecostal Studies in the 
Faculty of Theology at VU University Amsterdam.
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